
 

 

                      Visit to Sandaoling 4th ς 14th October 2018 

After flying to Xian and a day of site-seeing, I set off for Hami on train K1573 at 07.08, 3rd October. The 

train is с ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ½Ω ǘǊŀƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƎŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ƻƴΣ but I have the compartment 

to myself for the first 9 hours. The 18 coach train is hauled by an SS7 electric locomotive the whole way - 

at Longxi, 40+ withdrawn SS3 electric locomotives await their fate.  

Day 1 Thurs 4th Oct 

I wake before sun rise - K1573 is somewhere east of Hami, can make out a group of camels by the line 

side fence. Arrive at Hami on time (08.22); police want to take a photo of my passport, visa, ticket and 

face but are pleasant enough. 

09.30 bus to Sandaoling takes long detour off the express way : arrive 11.15. 

Check-in at Hotel Sanhe opposite the bus station, Y128 p/nt. 

Taxi to Nanzshan at 14.15, Y15. 

Nanzshan  

The yard is busy, frequent shunting movements until two of the engines leave on trains for Erjing. 4 

engines in steam here, including 8080, Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǎǇŀǊŜ όŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ κ ƴƻ ŎǊŜǿύ. 

Crisp breeze ensures itΩǎ not too hot on a cloudless sunny day. German group are at Nanzshan for an 

afternoon with Chinese guide, unfortunately she caƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎς according to security 

guards, ƛǘΩs closed due to public holiday. 



 

8077 at Nanzshan, pushing CNR wagons under the loader. 

14.30 DF8B 0250 maneuvering in yard 

14.35 8366 Shunting 

14.37 8053 Shunting 

15.00 8053 > Erjing 

15.02 8077 Shunting 

15.07 DF8B 0248 CNR network > yard 

15.40 8080 in steam ς not used while I was there. 

15.50 8077 > Erjing 



 

8080 in poor condition at Nanzshan. 

Washery at Xuanmeichang 

16.30 8173 Departs washery ς but stops after washery points for 40 minutes, by which time 8167 has 

arrived. 

17.05 8167 To Washery 

 

8173 with train being tipped at the Washery. 

Kengongzhan ς Pipe 

Three pit trains in operation plus one spare engine kept in steam at Dongbolizhan. 



17.30 8195 B (Beichang / Blue Loader) > (to) W (Washery at Xuanmeichang) (Up loaded) 

17.40 8173 W (Washery at Xuanmeichang) > (to) B (Beichang / Blue Loader) (Down empty) 

18.14 8173 B > W 

18.35 8167 W > B 

19.00 8195 B > W 

19.15 8173 E (Empty) W > D (Dongbolizhan watering and crew change point) 

Dongbolizhan 

19.50 8173 at platform without train 

Chinese guide secures invitation for German group and I to come on up. Unfortunately visitors doƴΩǘ 

spot the floor mounted fire box door control, inadvertently opening it repeatedly! 

20.10 ς 20.30 8167 + 8195 arrive with empties / other unidentified JS in steam not used. 

 

8173 at evening crew change, Dongbolizhan. 

Lift back to hotel with German group then unexpected knock on my door; 3 Chinese people have heard 

that IΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ and would like some advice. After a brief chat, I agree to lead 

them to the pit in their car at 07.30! 

Good day.. great to be back.  

 



Day 2 Fri 5th Oct Temp 4 ς 25 

Kengongzhan 

Sunrises over Kengongzhan, as my new Chinese acquaintances share out moon cakes and almonds. 

07.45 8197 B > W 

08.00 8173 E W > D 

08.14 8195 B > W  

08.16 8197 E W > D 

Dongbolizhan : 8167 spare 

08.30 8173 [ƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨPassengerΩ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ǘƻκŦǊƻƳ .ŜƛŎƘŀƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 5 Ҕ 

B > D  

08.30 ς 09.45 : 8173 > B  / 8195 > B / 8197 > B 

 

Nanzshan 

10.00 DF8B diesel > CNR 

10.05 8080 Shunting 

10.10 8366 Shunting 

10.50 8077 Shunting 



No problems visiting Nanzshan previous day, but this morning security want yard clear of people, 

possibly alarmed by some guy with camera and young kid nearby. Walk back to Kengongzhan, then 

kindly returned to town by construction workers - loaded train approaching pipe visible through van 

window (12.10). 

Kengongzhan ς Pipe 

Pleasant walk down to signals at the Blue Loader on another cloudless day - apart from the occasional 

worker on a motorbike, I have the place to myself.  

15.00 JS?    B > W 

15.30 8173 W > B 

15.45 8195 B > W 

15.50 8197 W > B 

Pipe ς Beichang (Blue Loader) 

16.25 8173 B > W 

16.55 8195 W>B 

16.55 8197 B > W 

Beichang 

17.30 8195 B > W 

17.35 8173 W > B 

18.20 8173 B > W 

18.25 8197 W > B 

Beichang - Pipe 

18.45 8195 W > B 

18.55 8197 B > W 

19.05 8173 W > B 

19.25 8195 B > W 



 

8195 rolling down to the Blue Loader. 

Light fading fast by 7.30pm so climb the pipe and head for hotel. 

Day 3 Sat 6th Oct  

07.00 : pitch black outside and no taxis around, walk to the approach to the washery. 

Washery-Kengongzhan 

07.45 8167 W > D 

08.00 8173 B > W 

08.10 8197 W > D 

08.25 8173 W > D 

 



8173 heading for morning crew change at Dongbolizhan. 

Dongbolizhan : 8195 Spare 

08.30 8167 D > B > D ΨtŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩ 

09.00 8197 > B 

09.25 8167 > B 

09.45 8173 > B 

 

8173 and 8167 wait to be watered. 

Kengongzhan - Pipe 

09.50-10.35 8173 (invitation to footplate for 10 minutes) 

11.15 8167 B > W and 8173 finally in to loader 

11.35 8195 B > W 

12.00 8173 B > W 

Lunch  

Kengongzhan ς Pipe 

15.05 8197 B > W 

15.25 8173 W > B 



15.35 8167 B > W 

16.00 8197 W > B 

16.20 8173 B > W 

16.40 8167 W > B 

16.50 8197 B > W 

17.10 8173 W > B 

17.15 8167 B > W 

17.45 8173 B > W 

 

8167 (right) pounding the gradient while 8173 waits the road for the Blue Loader. 

 Another excellent day, cut slightly short by suspension of operations late afternoon; 2 trains stuck at 

washery (8197 there 90+ minutes) and third (8173) still held at Kengongzhan signals at 18.15, so give up 

and climb the pipe. By the road I explain/gesticulate this situation to 3 teachers from Sandaoling who 

were hoping on some pictures. In an exchange via phone translator, I inquire about good places to eat; 

after establishing that I like barbequed meat in bread, they kindly offer to take me to a place they know. 

My excitement is short lived however as we pull up, not by some smoky little restaurant, but by a cake 

shop, where they help me purchase a sausage roll! 

Day 4 Sun 7th Oct  

Kengongzhan ς Washery 

07.35 8197 E W > D  



07.40 8167 B > W Sparks visible as it rounds pipe bend (not arranged by me) 

07.50 8195 E W > D 

08.00 8167 E W>D 

Brilliant low sunshine again, and no photographers to navigate at Dongbolizhan. 

5ƻƴōΩ : 8173 spare 

08.35 8197 D > B > D ΨtŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩ 

09.00 8195 > B 

09.25 8197 > B 

09.45 8167 > B 

 

8195, 8167 and 8197 

Kengongzhan ς Washery 

10.20 8195 B > W 

10.45 8195 W > B 

Washery 

I walk to the washery; able to pass pack of hostile dogs but unable to avoid stepping in to soot over a 

foot deep on the railway embankment. At washery, train flagman offers water to clean myself with, 

while hotel manage to restore my trousers by the evening for Y10! 



JS in steam at work shops, possibly 8197 (not seen since leaving Dongbolizhan at 09.25). At Nanzshan 

8080 + other JS shunting and DFB8 moving light engine. 

11.05 8167 In to unload 

11.20 8167 Out empty to Beichang 

11.45 8195 In 

12.10 8195 Out 

12.20 8167 In 

13.00 8195 in to loop outside washery, waiting for 8167 to depart (second unloading siding not used). 

13.05 8167 Out 

 

8167 at the washery, tipping in progress. 

Try to flag bus down for a lift back to town, driver not interested but railway man in car behind more 

obliging. 

Lunch (the sausage roll from cake shop) 

Kengongzhan - Pipe 

15.50 8167 W > B 

16.00 8197 B > W 

16.15 8195 W > B 


